
I am honored to tell you my Youngstown story, because it is unlike any other. I am afraid 
we have no family members who worked in the mill. My parents moved to Youngstown 
in 1959 when my Dad was hired by WHOT radio as their newest Disc Jockey. He had 
started in radio at WBUZ in Fredonia, NY, and ended up at WHOT because the same 
family owned both stations. You might be too young to remember my Dad, but older 
family members will remember him..his name was Boots Bell. :) 
 
I was born in 1960, so my only memories of the mill began in the mid-60's. I am not sure 
if what I saw down on the bridge was part of Youngstown Sheet and Tube, or one of the 
other companies...but when my Mom would take us up to the radio station on N. Blaine 
Ave in Campbell to visit my Dad, my brother and I would look to the left and saw a huge 
furnace with fire billowing out of it. That's all I have, sorry. But, boy, did that make a 
huge impression. I also recall the way the mill smelled when the wind was blowing 
toward Boardman early on school mornings. It was an oily, smoky, one-of-a-kind smell, 
which meant that the main industry in town was cranking along.  
 
I was a senior in high school on Sept 19, 1977, when the news came out that YS & T 
was closing, and 5,000 people immediately lost their livelihoods. After that, all jobs 
seemed extremely hard to get for people of my age, because many had been taken by 
people displaced by the mill closures. I eventually transferred from Youngstown State to 
The Ohio State University in late 1979, and decided to stay in Columbus after 
graduation. I witnessed friends and relatives unable to find work in Youngstown, and 
realized that jobs and opportunities of all kinds were much more plentiful here. Although 
I have a wonderful life here, I relish trips back to Youngstown, where things and people 
are just a little more genuine.  
 
It is wonderful that you are gathering stories about the mills from Youngstowners. I can't 
wait to see how you incorporate them into your site.  
 
Thank you!  
Leslie Bell Redman 	  


